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sought in selected parts of the London society of a genera-
tion ago the play of mind with mind on literary and other
topics, which seemed to him an essential part of civilized
life. He was a man to whom friends meant much and
who meant much to his friends. Partly for this reason, his
widow has decided to print this memoir, consisting chiefly
of passages from his letters and diary. It is true that his
letters have not and were not meant to have the literary
value of the books and essays to which he devoted his full
powers. But in these pages can be found the picture of a
dearly-loved and single-minded niaji of a type always rare
and now rare indeed, who devoted his life to the preserva-
tion in his fellow countrymen of some sense of the true
values of poetic and of natural beauty.
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